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Kannappa also saw the obnoxious tears on the face of
his beloved linga. For a moment he was engrossed in
thought. "Am I not sincerely worshipping the lord? Is the
god angry with me? Whatever the reason I must
immediately find a way of rectifying the defect. For the
protection of his devotees the lord should have good
eyesight. One eye will do for me11. He decided to fix one of
his own eyes in the place of the affected eye of the linga.
Without a second thought he pulled out an arrow from his
quiver removed an eye of his and deligently fixed it in the
appropriate place. It fitted the linga very well. With the
other eye he could see how beautiful the linga looked with
his new acquisition. Kannappa was satisfied as his efforts
were successful..
However, his happiness did not last long. He was
pained to note tears and blood oozing out of his God's right
eye. He lamented "Oh God! Are you again affected. I cannot
bear to see you like this. Of what use are eyes to this
perishable body. My entire body belongs to you. I can
manage without sight for I am familiar with every inch of
this place. You will look more beautiful with my second
eye; you must have it". He at once decided to don the linga
with his second eye. But there was the rub. With total
blindness how could he locate the place where it had to be
fixed. A good idea struck his mind. Unhesitatingly he
placed one of his feet, with its shoe on, and marked the
position on the linga. He drew out an arrow and began to
remove his eye. All of a sudden his arrow was held by an
unexpected arm. He heard, "Oh Kannappa! stop! you have
successfully come out of my test. Your devotion is quite
unique and laudable. I offer you the top most place among
my devotees. Your eye sight is restored. Your fame will
last for ever. You occupy a place on the Kailasa mountain
closeby so as to always have my darsan. The place where
you used to take bath and collect waters for my abhiseka
will be known as Bhakti Mukthi Theerta promoting